
Welcome to Deacon David! 

Today we welcome to our clergy staff at St. Aidan’s the Rev. 

Deacon David O’Rourke.  

The Rev. David O’Rourke was ordained as a vocational Deacon 

on June 13, 2015.  He was sponsored by Holy Comforter 

Episcopal Church in Broomfield, where he was a member since 

1998 after meeting his wife Becky, who was a member there. 

He is a native of New York, and moved to Colorado to come and 

enjoy the good life we have here in the West.  He originally lived 

in Boulder, so is familiar with the community, but currently lives 

in Thornton with his wife Becky, children Tommy and Elizabeth, 

and cat Oreo.  He works during the week in Aurora as a software 

developer, and outside of that enjoys spending time with his 

family and with the help of his children has been getting quite 

proficient at Minecraft.   

Raised in the Roman Catholic Church, Deacon David discovered 

the Episcopal Church through an Episcopal priest who served as 

a college chaplain at the State University of New York in 

Plattsburgh, and over the next several years made the gradual 

transition to the Episcopal Church.   

Deacon David is also very active in prison ministry and has been 

a volunteer with New Beginnings Worshipping Community, a 

Lutheran ministry that is also a Jubilee Ministry that meets on 

Friday evenings in the Denver Women’s Correctional Facility.  

This ministry will be an important focus of his ministry as a 

Deacon, and he looks forward to building connections between 

New Beginnings and St. Aidan’s.   

He is delighted to be returning to his Colorado roots by joining 

St. Aidan’s, and is looking forward to getting to know all of you 

in the coming months. 

 

What is a Deacon? 

Deacons are ordained by bishops as 

the servant ministers of the church 

(see The Book of Common Prayer pp. 

536-547 for the service for the 

Ordination of a Deacon).  The first 

deacons (Stephen, the martyr, being 

one of them), were set apart (the 

meaning of ordination) in the book of 

the Acts of the Apostles to assist with 

distributing food to widows and 

orphans.  There are two kinds of 

deacons: permanent or vocational 

deacons are persons who are called to be deacons to serve the 

church in a particular way and transitional deacons are persons 

called to be priests who spend a period of time (not less than six 

months, usually not more than a year) as deacons because of 

the rule of successive orders (i.e., all bishops were once priests 

were once deacons were once lay persons).  

 Deacons have specific roles in worship: proclaiming the Gospel, 

leading the Prayers of the People, setting the table for Holy 

Communion.  Most deacons also have ministries of service in 

the secular world, and they do not (usually) receive payment, or 

a stipend, for their service to God as deacons.   


